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FOCUS ON EARTH DAY

Earth Day celebrates its 45 th birthday this
year on April 22 nd- Former Governor of
Wisconsin and U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson
established the first observance in 1970. His
goal was to bring attention to the
deterioration of the environment, the
depletion of natural resources, and the
legislation needed to help slow down and
reverse these processes. He hoped that by
encouraging citizens to show that they
were ready for change, leaders and
lawmakers on the national and state levels
would realize that they needed to act as
well. Looking back, Gov. Nelson  wrote that
more than 20 million Americans
participated in the 1970 observance.

Lawmakers took note, and by the end of
the year, the U.S. EPAwas created.

Various local, state and national issues and
events led to the creation of Earth Day in
1970. Issues such an off -shore California oll
rig spill, extensive whale hunting, and the
effect of the chemical DDT on bald eagle
populations were causing a public outcry.

In Ohio, the infamous Cuyahoga River fire
in 1969 was an event with a more local
impact. By 1970, scientists warned that
Lake Erie was dying. The first Earth Day
helped to focus the nation on being better
stewards of our natural resources.
www.earthday.org/2015

Books and eBooks about the environment available through the State Library
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